MARINE LIFE

FROGFISH

THE MASTER OF DISGUISE

Frogfish are fascinating sea creatures known
for their incredible camouflage, unique
appearance, and ambush hunting techniques.
They may look like plants or sponges, but
they are, in fact, skilled predators

lying in wait.

QUICK FACTS ANATOMY & ADAPTATIONS
SCIENTIFIC NAME Antennariidae
ILLICIUM (FISHING LURE) - - CAMOUFLAGE SKIN
1 N A modified dorsal spine Bumpy skin with skin
& SIZE es s =ain) with a fleshy lure that flaps and color patterns
Tropical & Subtropical attracts prey. that blend into sponges,
(©) HagiAT i & corals, or rocks.
N WIDE MOUTH
=~ DEPTH RANGE 1-200 m (3 - 656 ft) Opens wide to suck 1
in unsuspecting prey
E@ DIET Carnivore (fish, crustaceans) in a split second. { NO SWIM BLADDER
e Allows them to stay on
Least UCN S iy the bottom and move
@ CONSERVATION STATUS  Least Concern (IUCN) PECTORAL & PELVIC FINS Slori thie seafionr

Strong, limb-like fins used
for ‘walking' on the seafloor.

HABITAT BEHAVIOR & DIET FUN FACTS

L, AMBUSH HUNTERS Frogfish come in a variety of

. Frogfish lure prey using their c colors including yellow, orange,

' illicium (fishing lure) and wait red, pink, white, and even

- patiently. When prey comes mottled patterns.

S close, they strike with lightning

speed and inhale it. They are not true fish in the
’ traditional sense — they are

part of the anglerfish family.
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DIET

They eat small fish, :

Frogfish are found in tropical and
subtropical waters around the world.
They prefer to live on the seafloor among crustaceans, and other small
corals, sponges, and rocks where they can marine animals that pass
camouflage and ambush prey. within striking distance.

They are slow-moving and
conserve energy by waiting
for prey rather than chasing it.

Their excellent camouflage
makes them very difficult to

Common Locations:
/Y. ~ ', DIDYOUKNOW?
Coral Reefs Rocky Reefs Seagrass Beds ~ 3 = @ = Some frogfish can ‘walk’ using their spot in the wild.

Sponge Gardens fins to move across the seafloor in
search of better hunting spots!

CONSERVATION

Frogfish are currently considered Least Concern, but their habitats
% & are threatened by coral reef degradation, pollution, and climate change.

Protecting our oceans helps protect these incredible creatures.
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